ATTORNEY ' S DOCKET 
073897.0158 



PATENT APPLICATION 



25 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for providing network access 
comprising : 

identifying an available network resource, the 
5 network resource coupled to a network; 

providing an access token to the available network 
resource, the access token operable to allow an 
application of the available network resource to access a 
portion of the network; 
10 tracking the status of the access token; and 

terminating the access token. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the available 
network resource is a computer terminal . 

15 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the available 
network resource is a server. 

4. The method of Claim 2, wherein the available 
20 network resource is a sub-group server . 

5. The method of Claim 2, wherein the available 
network resource is a super-group server. 

25 6. The method of Claim 1, wherein the network is 

an intranet . 



7. The method of Claim 1, wherein the network is 
an extranet. 

30 
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8. The method of Claim 1, wherein the network is 
the Internet . 

9. The method of Claim 1^ wherein providing the 
5 access token to the resource comprises providing a user 

identification and password to the internet protocol 
address of the resource. 

10. The method of Claim 1, wherein providing the 
10 access token to the resource comprises providing access 

to the application of the available network resource, the 
application operable to perform a specified task by an 
administrator , 

15 11. The method of Claim 1, wherein the portion of 

the network comprises at least a second resource coupled 
to the network. 

12, The method of Claim 11, wherein the at least a 
20 second resource comprises a super-group. 

13. The method of Claim 11, wherein the at least a 
second resource comprises a sub-group. 

25 14. The method of Claim 11, wherein the at least a 

second resource comprises all resources coupled to the 
network. 

15. The method of Claim 12, wherein the available 
3 0 network resource is located in the super-group. 
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16. The method of Claim 13, wherein the available 
network resource is located in the sub-group. 

5 17. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 

providing a task associated with the access token, 
wherein the completion of the task terminates the access 
token . 

10 18. The method of Claim 17, further comprising 

storing a task status for the task associated with the 
access token. 

19. The method of Claim 1, wherein tracking the 
15 status of the access token comprises storing the status 

of the access token in a database. 

20. The method of Claim 19, wherein the status of 
the access token comprises the application using the 

2 0 access token. 

21. The method of Claim 19, wherein the status of 
the access token comprises the internet protocol address 
of the available network resource to which the access 

25 token was provided. 

22. The method of Claim 1, wherein terminating the 
access token comprises revoking the access provided by 
the access token. 

30 
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23. The method of Claim 1, • further comprising 
updating the status of the access token after the access 
token is terminated. 

24. The method of Claim 1, wherein an available 
network resource comprises a resource coupled to the 
network that has unused processing capability. 

25. The method of Claim 24, wherein the available 
network resource further comprises a network resource 
used simultaneously by a user, the user having an access 
level unrelated to the access token. 
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26. A directory user secured account system, 
comprising : 

an access token, the access token operable to 
provide access to at least a portion of a network; 
5 an administrator, the administrator operable to 

identify at least one available network resource, provide 
the access token to the at least one available network 
resource, and store a status corresponding to the access 
token; and 

10 a database, the database operable to maintain the 

stored status corresponding to the access token. 

27. The system of Claim 26, wherein the access 
token is operable to allow an application resident on the 

15 at least one available network resource to access the at 
least a portion of the network. 

28. The system of Claim 27, wherein the at least 
one available network resource is coupled to a super- 

2 0 group, coupled to the administrator via the network. 

29. The system of Claim 28, wherein the at least 
one available network resource is coupled to a sub-group, 
the sub-group coupled to the super-group. 

25 

30. The system of Claim 28, wherein the at least a 
portion of the network comprises the super-group. 

31. The system of Claim 29, wherein the at least a 

3 0 portion of the network comprises the subgroup. 
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32. The system of Claim 27, wherein the access 
token comprises a unique user identifier, the user 
identifier operable to track the application's access to 

5 the network. 

33. The system of Claim 26, wherein the 
administrator comprises an application resident on an 
administrator, the administrator coupled to the network. 

10 

34. The system of Claim 33, wherein the database is 
coupled to the administrator, the administrator further 
operable to direct the database to maintain the status of 
the access token. 

15 

35. The system of Claim 26, wherein the at least 
one available network resource comprises a terminal 
coupled to the network, the terminal comprising a 
processor having available processing capability. 

20 

36. The system of Claim 26, wherein maintaining the 
stored status corresponding to the access token comprises 
storing the access token according to the unique 
identifier . 

25 

37. The system of Claim 27, wherein the access 
token is operable to expire in a pre -determined length of 
time . 
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38. The system of Claim 27, wherein the access 
token is operable to expire at the conclusion of a pre- 
defined event . 

39- The system of Claim 38, wherein the pre- 
determined event comprises the completion or a task 
assigned to the application resident on the at least one 
available network resource. 

40. The system of Claim 39, wherein the task 
comprises a file search on the portion of the network . 

41. The system of Claim 39, wherein the task 
comprises processing data stored on the portion of the 
network. 
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42. A system for a directory secured user account, 
comprising : 

an access management module operable to generate at 
least one access token, each of the at least one access 
5 tokens comprising a unique identifier; 

a resource communication module operable to transmit 
the at least one access token to a resource coupled to 
the network; and 

a token management module operable to maintain the 
10 status of the at least one access token and the resource. 

43. The system of Claim 42, further comprising a 
database, the database operable to store the status of 
the access token and the resource. 

15 

44. The system of Claim 43, wherein the resource 
communication module is further operable to receive 
notification from the resource that the resource has 
available processing capability. 

20 

45. The system of Claim 44, wherein the access 
management module is further operable to define a portion 
of the network for access through the access token, the 
portion of the network corresponding to the location of 

2 5 the resource. 

46. The system of Claim 45, wherein the access 
management module is further operable to provide the at 
least one access token automatically upon receipt of 

30 notification by the resource communication module. 
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47- The system of Claim 45, wherein the resource 
communication module is further operable to transmit a 
task to the resource, wherein the task is specific to a 
5 first application resident in the resource, the task 
capable of performance by the available processing 
capability. 

48. The system of Claim 47, wherein the resource is 
10 concurrently engaged by a user, the user accessing a 
second application, the second application accessing 
processing capability separate from the available 
processing capability . 

15 49. The system of Claim 47, wherein the resource 

comprises a server, the server coupled to a super-group, 
the super-group coupled to the resource communication 
module via the network. 

20 50. The system of Claim 47, wherein the resource 

comprises a server, the server coupled to a sub-group, 
the sub-group coupled to a super-group via a sub-network, 
the super-group coupled to the resource communication 
module via the network. 

25 



51. The system of Claim 47, wherein the resource 
comprises a terminal, the terminal coupled to the 
resource communication module via the network. 
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52. The system of Claim 51, wherein the resource is 
coupled to a super-group, the super-group coupled to the 
resource communication module via the network. 

53. The system of Claim 51, wherein the resource is 
coupled to a sub-group, the sub-group coupled to a super- 
group via sub-network, the super-group coupled to the 
resource communication module via the network. 

54. The system of Claim 48, wherein the user 
comprises a human operator, wherein the human operator 
has an access level unrelated to the access through the 
access token. 

55. The system of Claim 48, wherein the user 
comprises a second resource, wherein the second resource 
has an access level unrelated to the access through the 
access token. 

56. The system of Claim 47, wherein the database is 
further operable to store the status of the task provided 
to the resource. 



